FOOD,   CLOTHES,   QUEUES,   BLACK   MARKET

foodstuffs, fabrics, shoes, or currency, the black market
corners them.

How does the black market work?

To disclose this is not easy without giving away secrets,
As the French say, it is by filon, or "being in the know."
Poor quality horse-flesh may be had at 45 francs a pound;
a 250-gramme (9 oz.) Saucisson de Vire costs 70 francs;
a kilo (2 Ib. 3 oz.) of sugar may be had for between 30
and 50 francs. A litre (if pints) of edible oil sells at
130 to 150 francs, and leather shoes at 400 francs a pair.
Fabrics may be obtained at 2,000 francs a metre (40 inches).
Gold dollars can be purchased, price 400 francs. Two
packets of tobacco may be exchanged for a little butter,
and twenty cigarettes sell for between 30 and 40 francs.
Everything else is at comparable prices.

I knew an old Parisian who, thanks to his friends and
position, was able to obtain without too much trouble,
and at relatively low prices, sugar, coffee, potatoes, wine,
rice, dried pulses, carrots, eggs, jam, and enough wood
for heating to last the winter.

If only it were known by what tortuous ways, and
through what means, all this arrived at his house, there
would be amazement at so Machiavellian an enterprise.

Because opportunity offers, one buys things not
immediately needed, against days of scarcity. From this
it can be seen that France would be self-supporting if she
were not held to ransom by the invaders.

For two persons, just enough food to live on costs
2,000 francs a month. Obviously, those who have little
money obtain barely enough to keep from starving.

Who made the black market possible and benefits by it?
The Germans. They organise it and take the profits.
Every time one goes to the source of supply, a German is
found. The collaborationist newspapers may condemn the
black market in their columns and announce from time
to time that some individual, always a Jewish-masonic-
bolshevik-de-Gaullist, has been arrested for trafficking in
food. You can be certain that the prisoner hindered
Germans making purchases.
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